


We “catch” the students who are on the verge 
of completely falling out of the education  
system. Acknowledge provides training and 
supervision to therapist interns who, in turn, 
provide counseling to students attending San 
Mateo County Court and Community Schools. 
100% of these students are on probation or 
have been expelled. They are considered most 
at-risk because they are exposed to poverty, 
gangs, unstable homes and/or abuse in their 
daily lives. Students often share that our 
counselors are the first adult they have a  
positive relationship with.

Acknowledge Alliance provides a full breadth of school-based services wherever students and educators need 
it most. Our therapists offer guidance to educators and upcoming mental health professionals to help them 
effectively address students’ underlying social and emotional needs that sometimes hinder learning. Together, 
we create a consistent safety net on the frontline to keep students positively engaged in school regardless of 
their circumstances—ultimately leading to graduation, personal fulfillment and lifelong success. 

The prevalence of mental 
disorders among youth in 
the general population is 
estimated to be about 22%; 
the prevalence rate for 
youth in the juvenile justice 
system is as high as 60%. 

9 to 12 
Court and 

Community 
Schools

The Catch Before the Fall

of the San Mateo Court and Community 
students served reported that counseling 
helped them express their emotions  
constructively.

“Counseling was helpful 
to me because I felt I had 
someone I can trust and 
count on. It made me feel 
like people actually cared 
about me.” — Student

Nearly 50% of teachers 
leave their profession  
within the first 5 years.

Over 3 million elementary  
and middle school students  
are suspended per year.

 
K to 8

Schools

The Beginning Foundation

The relationship between students and 
teachers is at the heart of learning.  
Providing support to educators helps them 
better support and teach students. Starting 
at an early age, we shape the foundation 
for school readiness and achievement by: 
ü Mentoring educators through 1:1 
     consultations and support groups  
ü Embedding social emotional learning for  
     the whole classroom 

ü Offering counseling for students

of the educators served reported an 
increase in positive educator/student 
relationships.

“I feel like I am more  
relaxed at work, more  
able to empathize with  
my students, and a better, 
calmer, role model for  
the kids.” —Teacher

90%

Over 3 million public school 
students dropped out of 
high school in 2013.  
Only 43% of California 
students report feeling  
connected to their school. 

Public 
High 

Schools

The Transition to Success

After students exit from the Court and 
Community Schools, we help them  
smoothly transition back into their public 
high school by providing counseling and 
resources on campus. New challenges  
students often encounter include peer 
pressure and anonymity in a large school. 
Our counselors help students navigate the 
school system and motivate them to realize 
their full potential. Thoughts of attending 
college, becoming employed, and having a 
positive lifestyle are now within reach.

of the Transition Program students 
were enrolled in school and working 
towards high school graduation (or 
had already graduated). 

“I want to thank my  
counselor for all she’s 
done and all the support 
that she has given me.  
She made me be a stronger 
person.” —Student

75% 87%

A Resilient &  
Compassionate 

Safety Net

No matter what path a student is on, Acknowledge Alliance is available to support them and their whole school community. 
Thanks to you, thousands of students and educators are developing the social and emotional skills they need to succeed at school and in life.

FORMERLY  The Cleo Eulau Center

Founded in 1994, Acknowledge Alliance is focused on creating classrooms where students want to learn and teachers 
want to teach. We provide a full breadth of school-based services wherever students and educators need the most support.  
Our impact reaches over 300 educators and 4,000 students in 18 schools within Santa Clara and San Mateo Counties.

2483 Old Middlefield Way, Suite 208  Mountain View, CA 94043   •   www.AcknowledgeAlliance.org   •   650-314-0180       @AcknowledgeAll Follow Us



5:00 
Doors Open: Early Check-In 

5:30 
Silent Auction 
Hors D'oeuvres  
Wine Tasting — J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines 

6:15 
Dinner Buffet Opens — Absolute Barbecue Company

6:30  
Silent Auction Closes

6:45 to 8:00 
Welcome   
   Susan Williams-Clark, Executive Director 
 

Educator Awards
   Anne Brown, Principal, Barron Park
   Veronica Elias, Kinder Prep Teacher, Beechwood  
Live Auction    
   Mark Alman, Auctioneer 
 

Student Award
   Marlon Ruiz, Sequoia High School Student
 

Fund-the-Hope

Forget-Me-Not: 
Fields of Hope

May 5, 2016
Holbrook-Palmer Park

A bright wildflower that grows in the shade 
Symbol of resilience, remembrance, and renewal



The Whole Enchilada
  

A Fun FiestA with  
enchilAdAs And MArgAritAs! 

Jean's friends, Martin Lamarque and Silvia 
Ceja, have offered to cook Mexican  
enchiladas for a party of eight at Jean’s 
house in Palo Alto. Jean is one our longtime 
Acknowledge staff! 

Guests are invited to come early and learn 
how to make enchiladas the authentic way- 
this will be an interactive process! Then we 
will enjoy a Mexican dinner with Margaritas.

Martin and Silvia are warm and friendly. 
They are dedicated to supporting the social 
emotion needs of young ones, their parents 
and families. This promises to be a delicious 
and enjoyable evening for all! 

VAlue: Priceless  
Donated and Hosted By Jean Hamilton,  

Martin Lamarque, Silvia Ceja 

An Evening in France
 

enjoy An exquisite ProVençAl rePAst 
in A welcoMing woodside hoMe

Leave the hectic world behind and enter  
a hillside refuge of music, candles and 
eclectic art from around the world.  
 
Here you will be feted with an exquisite 
provence-inspired meal accompanied by 
elegantly paired French wines. Your Chef 
de Cuisine for this magical evening holds a 
Grand Diplôme from the Paris Cordon Bleu 
School of Culinary Arts. 
 
Your group of six friends will be attentively 
served by your hosts, who will be intent on 
creating for you a truly memorable  
evening!

  

VAlue: Priceless 
Donated and Hosted By  
Diane Toby & Jeff Lea

Brew-On-Premises 
 

Brew And Bottle your  
own Beer At diVing dog

Uptown Oakland’s hottest brewhouse,  
Diving Dog, will provide all the recipes, 
ingredients, and instruction to brew and 
bottle your own beer.  
 
Your beer will ferment onsite in a  
temperature-controlled room for a few 
weeks. Once fermented, your beer is then 
filtered, carbonated, kegged, and ready for 
your follow-up bottling. 

One brew-session (kettle) yields about six 
cases of 12/22oz bottles of beer. Provide 
the artwork and Diving Dog will provide 
you with your own custom labels. Make a 
party out of it and bring your friends!
  

VAlue: $350 
Donated By 

 Terri & Tom Bailard



Dining Around the Peninsula
 

A BAy AreA culinAry delight oF
toP Fine dining restAurAnts 

Evvia*
Palo Alto 

$300 

John Bentley's*
Redwood City 

$300 

Saint Michael's Alley*
Palo Alto 

$300 

The Village Pub*
Woodside 

$300
 

VAlue: $1,200 
Donated by Mary Lou & Tony Schiavo,  

Bob Beyer, Louise Paustenbach, Susan Levenberg, 
Bridgett Longust, Steve Hope, *Restaurants 

                 
VAlue: 

inFinitely Priceless 
(liFetiMe guArAntee)

When teachers face stress and  
burnout from classroom demands,

When students struggle under  
pressure and experience adversities,

When schools cope with tragic loss,

Acknowledge Alliance helps 
     lend support, 
          provide guidance, 
               cultivate resilience,
                       build strengths,                                          
                           and restore hope.

  
Help us create more classrooms.... 
                where students want to learn  
                   and teachers want to teach.

Fund-the-Hope

Raise your paddle  
to make a gift tonight!

Forget-Me-Not: Fields of Hope
 

A sPeciAl PAinting MAde in honor 
oF this eVent By jAne shArninghouse 
Encaustic painting is done with pigmented 
beeswax tempered with dammar resin (tree 
sap) that is kept molten while working.  
 
The molten, pigmented wax is applied to a 
rigid, absorbent surface, such as wood, and 
dries instantly as it cools. Each layer of wax 
must be fused to the surface with a heat 
gun, torch or iron.

Jane is inspired by the reflective elegance 
and meditative quality of encaustic. This  
versatile medium allows her to layer,  
collage, scrape and etch into the wax,  
creating a lush surface with rich texture 
and a beautiful, glassy shine. 

 
 

VAlue: $1,500 
Donated and Created By  

Jane Sharninghouse Fine Art



Anne Brown
I have been an educator for the last 28 years. I began my career in  
Cupertino Union School District, where I taught a variety of grade levels,  
became a principal at two schools and then worked as the Director of Human 
Resources. Missing students, I moved to Palo Alto Unified School District to 
return to the position of principal at Palo Verde Elementary School and now  
I serve as Barron Park Elementary School’s principal.

My passion is working with staff and students to establish a learning  
environment that promotes autonomy, belonging and competence, where 
students and staff thrive and are resilient. My own experience in school was not 
always the best. School did not always come easily to me, but my parents  
supported me and told me  that if I tried my best, I would succeed. I work hard 
to establish and maintain an inclusive, safe and welcoming school where  
students are supported, in what every way they need, so that they too can have 
the opportunity to try their best and be successful.

In our rapidly changing world, it is imperative to help students become resilient.   
Many of the jobs our students will hold as adults have not even been dreamed 
of yet. I am thankful to Acknowledge Alliance for the work they do with students 
and adults in helping us all become more resilient and achieve a brighter future.   

Principal
Barron Park Elementary School

outstAnding  
educAtor



The first thing that comes to mind is Anne's responsiveness to the 
needs of her school community, including students, teachers, and 
families. Our Social Emotional Learning (SEL) program began at  
Palo Verde Elementary in the Palo Alto Unified School District 
from a need within the school community and a request from the 
teachers. The 5th grade teaching team noticed that their group of 
students had a high level of need for social and emotional support. 
This was also the year the first suicide cluster took place in the high 
schools.  
 
Anne spoke with Terese Brennan-Marquez, our Clinical Supervisor 
at the time, about providing support for 5th grade students that 
would give them immediate tools to use and set them up for social 
emotional health and support going forward into middle and high 
school. The pilot year with the 5th grade was so successful that it  
expanded to the 4th grade classrooms after just the first year! 
Thanks to Anne’s ongoing support and understanding of school 
needs, we have expanded this year to the 3rd grade.
 
The relationship between Palo Verde and Acknowledge Alliance  
has been a symbiotic partnership. They have used our agency and 
resources to support students, teachers and parents through our 
counseling services, SEL program, coaching, and information  
sessions. This is in no small part because of Anne's personable  
connection to staff, as well as her determination to provide all  
available resources to the school community.

Now that she is principal at another Palo Alto elementary school, 
Barron Park, she has continued to draw on our support for the  
students and the whole school. Our working relationship with 
PAUSD has also grown over the years because of Anne’s support 
and desire to share our resources with other schools in the District.  
 
Her commitment to providing what students need to feel safe, 
learn, and grow is demonstrated every day through her  
compassion and care. Anne recently shared that she toured the 
neighboring trailer park, the last one in Palo Alto, and responded 
immediately to the needs of families with additional case  
management services. These additional staff will hopefully provide 
some measure of support that will go toward helping students be 
able to feel emotionally ready to learn in their classrooms.

Anne will humbly say she has not done much, but through her 
strong, compassionate, and confident leadership, she has  
supported many teachers and influenced a generation of students 
to know that their emotions have a place in learning. 
                                                            
                           — Sarah Kremer, LPCC, ATR-BC 
                           Director of Resilience Consultation Program

                              Tracy Lyons, LMFT 
                                  Resilience Consultant & Program Manager

Acknowledgment



Veronica Elias

Kindgergarten Prep Teacher
Beechwood School

I have been an educator at Beechwood School since 2001. My focus is on 
teaching students from all walks of life, especially those who are often  
neglected emotionally and live under unnecessary emotional stress (that 
sometimes even adults find hard to deal with). My natural ability to see a 
child’s basic needs allow me to interact with every child at his or her own  
level. This positively shapes their social and emotional integration with 
society and helps them develop new cognitive skills.

I find my job as an opportunity to help children acquire strong educational 
foundations, so that they can learn how to navigate though daily life  
stressors. I strive to create a safe and secure environment where young  
children can grow and learn, not only intellectually, but also as productive 
members of society.

I consider teaching a great privilege and honor that I share equally with all  
my colleagues. I represent a whole group of educators who believe that  
being an educator is more than giving lectures and grading school work. 

East Palo Alto, California has been my home since 1994, where I reside with  
my husband and one of my three children.

outstAnding  
educAtor



I have had the opportunity and pleasure to work with Veronica over 
the past 5+ years. I have felt such a natural affinity towards the way 
that Veronica approaches her work and role with the students that 
she teaches and cares for.  

She is the Kindergarten Prep teacher at Beechwood, which is a 
small independent school in Menlo Park. The school has roughly 
180 students total with one classroom per grade, from Kinderprep 
to 8th grade. She is one of the first adults that many children at  
the school encounter in their school careers.  When you walk 
into Veronica’s class, you can feel that it is much more than a  
“classroom." She is attuned to the social and emotional needs  
and challenges that many of her students bring into school, and  
is curious about the underlying meaning and purpose of students’ 
behaviors, especially when they are struggling in some way. She 
strives to provide the type of consistency and availability that her 
students need.   
 
Lois Hall, former Beechwood Kindergarten teacher, shared: 
“She is very mindful of the fact that predictability is a key  
component of the classroom schedule, especially among our 
stressed family population.”

Several years ago, she was finding that many of her students’  
families were dealing with larger issues and challenges with  
family stress and disruption (ie. divorce, domestic violence and 
incarceration, to name a few). She saw a connection between the  
behaviors and struggles that many of her students were having 
with these larger family and home related stressors. She came to 
me with the idea of inviting her students’ parents in for a parent 
group to discuss the social and emotional and relational needs that 
her students have, and how their behaviors were “speaking” to the 
unsettled nature of their home situations. This was one of the first 
amongst many collaborations that I have been fortunate to share 
with her over the years.  

In a recent faculty meeting, I shared the news of this award for her 
with the rest of the teachers and school staff. Resoundingly, I heard: 
“There’s no one more deserving than her." 

The students that Veronica teaches and supports often approach 
her and give her hugs. She reflects what feeling she sees and  
senses from them. They respond and often confirm this reflection. 
Then, they walk away expressing a sense of connection, warmth, 
and comfort. For me, this is always a priceless moment to witness.                
                                                            
       — Chris Chiochios, LMFT, ATR-BC 
                                         Resilience Consultant

Acknowledgment



Marlon Ruiz

Marlon came to the Transition Program at the beginning of his 9th grade year. He was  
referred because he had been involved in a serious legal situation that caused much regret, 
fear and pain for him and his family. They lived in terror of the unknown for years. During 
this time, Marlon did everything he could to show that he was remorseful and motivated to 
move in a positive direction. He utilized every ounce of support, including therapy through 
Acknowledge Alliance that was presented to him. He worked hard to strengthen himself and 
to show his parents that the American Dream that they had worked so hard to see was still 
within reach. Marlon’s continued resilience has propelled him to where he is today, a place 
that seemed impossible four years ago. Marlon is a senior at Sequoia High School and is on 
track to graduate in June of 2016! He has goals to attend college and work in the medical 
field. Marlon is on his way to persevering once again.

outstAnding  
role Model

       — Marlon Ruiz    Kristal Sanchez-Navarro, PsyD        
          Sequoia High School Student   Transition Program Therapist



A huge thank YOU to all our guests and donors! 
We'd also like to acknowledge the generous individuals  
and businesses who have contributed to Forget-Me-Not.

Bob Beyer
Steve Hope 
Linda Keegan  
Brooke Kernick
Susan Levenberg

Bridgett Longust
Grainger Marburg 
Louise Paustenbach
Deborah Tanaka-Laude
Chet Villalba

Jane Bryan-Jones & Hardy Jones  
Susan Levenberg & Paul Podrid  
 

Mary Lou & Tony Schiavo  
Marilyn Stallings 

Adventure Cat Sailing Charters 
Authentic You
California Academy of Sciences 
Chabot Space & Science Center
Columbia Middle School Students 
Crystal Springs Golf Course
Curtis Sloan and Michael Chane
Deborah Tanaka-Laude
Earthworks
Exploratorium
Fine Art Museums of San Francisco
Foothill Celebrity Forum
Galileo 
Glen & Brooke Kernick
Helen & David MacKenzie

Hobee's
Judy Bulloch
Laura Alman Designs
Lorrie Castellano
Milk Pail Market
Pomegranate Seeds
Sarah Kadlic Gallery 
Sarah Kremer & Lauren Owenmark
Sprinkles Cupcakes
Sundance The Steakhouse
Susan Williams-Clark
The Counter
Timothy Adams Chocolates
Tracey Leung

Susan Williams-Clark 
Wynn Anderson 
Judy Bulloch
Chris Chiochios 
Beverly Corriere 
Judith Gable 
Gladys Gudino 
Jean Hamilton
Jane Haddow 
Paolo Larano 

Alexis Albaugh
Sthefany Alviar
Spencer Chernick
Scott Christenson
Alyssa Damianakes
Bryan Giese-Gardner
Julia Hammett
Meridith Herman

Ursula Jorgensen-Solowiej
Anna Karapetyan
MaryBeth Lorence
Kate Petersen
Natalie Raggio
Zoey Rogers
Kathryn Silbiger
Sarah Wasnick

Board of Directors

Acknowledge Staff

Acknowledge Interns

Leadership Committee (Event Underwriters)

Silent Auction Donors
Tracy Lyons 
Sarah Kremer 
Diane Moon 
Kristal Sanchez-Navarro 
Carmen Enciso-Steinberg
Beth Walton 
Emily Weiner 
Tracy White
Jessica Yuen

Photographer
Steve Fogel

Wine Sponsor
J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines


