


We “catch” the students who are on the verge 
of completely falling out of the education  
system. Acknowledge provides training and 
supervision to therapist interns who, in turn, 
provide counseling to students attending San 
Mateo County Court and Community Schools. 
100% of these students are on probation or 
have been expelled. They are considered most 
at-risk because they are exposed to poverty, 
gangs, unstable homes and/or abuse in their 
daily lives. Students often share that our 
counselors are the first adult they have a  
positive relationship with.

Acknowledge Alliance provides a full breadth of school-based services wherever students and educators need 
it most. Our therapists offer guidance to educators and upcoming mental health professionals to help them 
effectively address students’ underlying social and emotional needs that sometimes hinder learning. Together, 
we create a consistent safety net on the frontline to keep students positively engaged in school regardless of 
their circumstances—ultimately leading to graduation, personal fulfillment and lifelong success. 

The prevalence of mental 
disorders among youth in 
the general population is 
estimated to be about 22%; 
the prevalence rate for 
youth in the juvenile justice 
system is as high as 60%. 

9 to 12 
Court and 

Community 
Schools

The Catch Before the Fall

of the San Mateo Court and Community 
students served reported that counseling 
helped them express their emotions  
constructively.

“Counseling was helpful 
to me because I felt I had 
someone I can trust and 
count on. It made me feel 
like people actually cared 
about me.” — Student

Nearly 50% of teachers 
leave their profession  
within the first 5 years.

Over 3 million elementary  
and middle school students  
are suspended per year.

 
K to 8

Schools

The Beginning Foundation

The relationship between students and 
teachers is at the heart of learning.  
Providing support to educators helps them 
better support and teach students. Starting 
at an early age, we shape the foundation 
for school readiness and achievement by: 
ü Mentoring educators through 1:1 
     consultations and support groups  
ü Embedding social emotional learning for  
     the whole classroom 

ü Offering counseling for students

of the educators served reported an 
increase in positive educator/student 
relationships.

“I feel like I am more  
relaxed at work, more  
able to empathize with  
my students, and a better, 
calmer, role model for  
the kids.” —Teacher

90%

Over 3 million public school 
students dropped out of 
high school in 2013.  
Only 43% of California 
students report feeling  
connected to their school. 

Public 
High 

Schools

The Transition to Success

After students exit from the Court and 
Community Schools, we help them  
smoothly transition back into their public 
high school by providing counseling and 
resources on campus. New challenges  
students often encounter include peer 
pressure and anonymity in a large school. 
Our counselors help students navigate the 
school system and motivate them to realize 
their full potential. Thoughts of attending 
college, becoming employed, and having a 
positive lifestyle are now within reach.

of the Transition Program students 
were enrolled in school and working 
towards high school graduation (or 
had already graduated). 

“I want to thank my  
counselor for all she’s 
done and all the support 
that she has given me.  
She made me be a stronger 
person.” —Student

75% 87%

A Resilient &  
Compassionate 

Safety Net

No matter what path a student is on, Acknowledge Alliance is available to support them and their whole school community. 
Thanks to you, thousands of students and educators are developing the social and emotional skills they need to succeed at school and in life.

FORMERLY  The Cleo Eulau Center

Founded in 1994, Acknowledge Alliance is focused on creating classrooms where students want to learn and teachers 
want to teach. We provide a full breadth of school-based services wherever students and educators need the most support.  
Our impact reaches over 300 educators and 4,000 students in 18 schools within Santa Clara and San Mateo Counties.

2483 Old Middlefield Way, Suite 208  Mountain View, CA 94043   •   www.AcknowledgeAlliance.org   •   650-314-0180       @AcknowledgeAll Follow Us



5:00 
Doors Open: Early Check-In 

5:30 
Silent Auction 
Hors D'oeuvres  
Wine Tasting — J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines 

6:15 
Dinner Buffet Opens — Absolute Barbecue Company

6:30  
Silent Auction Closes

6:45 to 8:00 
Welcome   
   Susan Williams-Clark, Executive Director 
 

Educator Awards
   Steve Hamm, Principal, Kennedy Middle School
   Rob Felicano, 6th Grade Teacher, Columbia Middle School  
Live Auction    
   Mark Alman, Auctioneer 
 

Student Award
   Timoteo Anaya-Gracian, Carlmont High School Student
 

Fund-the-Hope

Forget-Me-Not: 
Fields of Hope

April 27, 2017
Holbrook-Palmer Park

A bright wildflower that grows in the shade 
Symbol of resilience, remembrance, and renewal



Hot Tamale Party
  

Dinner for 8 with  
tamales anD margaritas 

Jean (a longtime member of Acknowledge 
staff) and her friends, Martin and Silvia 
Lamarque, have offered to cook tamales for 
a party of eight at Jean’s house in Palo Alto, 
or a place determined by the winner.  
 
The whole point of a tamalada (Spanish 
word for "Tamale Party") is to enjoy the 
company of your friends and family while 
you prepare the tamales together. For an  
authentic and fun cultural experience, 
guests are invited to come early and learn 
how to make tamales with Martin and Silvia.  
 
Dinner will be enjoyed with margaritas and 
great company. Happy eating, or as they say 
in Mexico, provecho! 

Value: Priceless  
Donated by Jean Hamilton,  
Martin & Silvia Lamarque 

Fly Away!
 

the ultimate exPeDition: 
arounD the Bay in 45 minutes 

Get ready for the adventure of a lifetime! 
Take off in a Carbon Cub plane with  
longtime pilot Jeremy Lezin.  
 
Enjoy this 45-minute ride over Monterey 
Bay and Santa Cruz with spectacular aerial 
sights. See the local area you live in like 
you've never seen it before! Buckle up in 
the best seat and soar through the sky with 
a bird's eye view. 
 
This one-of-a-kind journey begins at  
Watsonville Airport for one lucky  
passenger. The itinerary can be modified  
to your wishes. 
 
 

Value: Priceless 
Donated by Jeremy Lezin

Romantic Getaway
  

sPenD Quality time  
in Palo alto 

We have your next romantic date night or 
anniversary celebration covered! Settle in 
for an overnight stay at The Epiphany, a  
luxury boutique hotel In Downtown  
Palo Alto. You'll be minutes away from all 
the great shopping and dining nearby. 
 
We recommend escaping to Vina Enoteca 
for dinner - they bring the rustic charm of 
Italy to the Stanford Barn with food that 
warms the soul in a setting unlike any other.  
 
A bottle each of Chardonnay and Pinot 
Noir from Miner Winery are also included 
to complete this package. You will have a 
relaxing and celebratory day of love! 

 
Value: $600  

Donated by The Epiphany Hotel 
& Vina Enoteca



Dining Around the Peninsula
 

a Bay area culinary Delight  
of toP restaurants 

 

Bird Dog 
Palo Alto

John Bentley's
Redwood City

 
 

The Village Pub
Woodside

 
Saint Michael's Alley

Palo Alto

  
Value: $1,000+ 

Donated by Susan & George Clark 
 
 

                 
Value: 

infinitely Priceless 
(lifetime guarantee)

When teachers face stress and  
burnout from classroom demands,

When students struggle under  
pressure and experience adversities,

When schools cope with tragic loss,

Acknowledge Alliance helps 
     lend support, 
          provide guidance, 
               cultivate resilience,
                       build strengths,                                          
                           and restore hope.

  
Help us create more classrooms.... 
                where students want to learn  
                   and teachers want to teach.

Fund-the-Hope

Raise your paddle  
to make a gift tonight!

Brew-On-Premises 
 

Brew anD Bottle your  
own Beer at DiVing Dog

Uptown Oakland’s hottest brewhouse,  
Diving Dog, will provide all the recipes, 
ingredients and instruction to brew and 
bottle your own beer. 
 
Your beer will ferment onsite in a  
temperature-controlled room for a few 
weeks. Once fermented, your beer is then 
filtered, carbonated, kegged and ready for 
your follow-up bottling. 
 
One brew-session (kettle) yields about six 
cases of 12/22oz bottles of beer. Provide the 
artwork and Diving Dog will provide you 
with your own custom labels. Make a party 
out of it and bring your luckiest friends!

 
Value: $350 

Donated by Terri & Tom Bailard



Steve Hamm
Mr. Steve Hamm has been an educator for the past 23 years. He  
taught English for 15 years at Union Middle School prior to moving  
into administration. He began his principal tenure at Piedmont  
Middle School and is currently the Principal at Kennedy Middle School 
in Cupertino. Mr. Hamm strongly believes in work/life balance - for 
staff, teachers and students alike. As an instructional leader, Mr. Hamm 
strives to bring social-emotional curricula both into the classroom and 
as professional development for his staff. He believes that happy peo-
ple are productive people and his job is to make them happy. 

Principal
Kennedy Middle School

outstanDing  
eDucator



Steve Hamm first contacted us when he was principal at Piedmont 
Middle School in San Jose. We worked closely with him to develop 
a series of professional development sessions for his teachers and 
staff. After those workshops, he supported a Resilience Consultant 
for one day a week, providing support for teachers and staff. Later, 
Steve contacted us again when he was in a new principal position  
at Kennedy Middle School in Cupertino. We again worked closely 
with him to create meaningful professional development sessions 
for his staff. Also, he enthusiastically supported our new Social  
Emotional Learning (SEL) lessons for middle school students. 
  

We are acknowledging Steve because he understands that teacher 
social emotional wellness directly influences student social  
emotional wellness. He genuinely wants his staff to be happy, to 
have a positive work/life balance, and to collaborate meaningfully 
with each other. Teachers see how he recognizes strengths in others 
and how he tries to draw out those strengths to improve the entire 
school community. He genuinely cares about his students –  
no matter their behavior or attitude – and also makes personal  
connections with parents. In his leadership position, he is  
supportive of us piloting new services and approaches that would 
be useful and beneficial to both students and teachers. He has been 
a cheerleader for us, bringing us in to meet other administrators in 
the district and sharing his enthusiasm for our work across schools. 
Steve has seen the value of our work in two very different settings, 
which says to us that he understands how schools work and how 
schools work well. 

In the vocabulary of Project Resilience, Steve’s strengths include his 
visionary leadership; his support of creating teams and teamwork 
opportunities for staff; his genuine care and concern for students; 
the hope he has for the work of teaching; his supportive style as  
a principal; his availability for teachers, staff, students, and  
families; and, finally, his sense of humor that brings all of the 
strengths together in full force.

Steve may say that he does not do much, which earns him the 
additional strength of humility. We see his compassionate and clear 
leadership every day, and know that students and teachers value 
his service, as well. One teacher stated, “Steve honors my abilities 
as a professional and gives me autonomy to find my own groove to 
hone my teaching craft. He is available for guidance and  
encourages me with pointing out the ways in which he sees my 
potential as an educator.” One of his students said, “A few years 
ago, several students had a conflict. They approached Mr. Hamm 
and thought, based on experiences with prior administrators, that 
he would dismiss their concern without consideration. Instead, Mr. 
Hamm listened to their dilemma with open arms. He made them 
feel like they could talk to him at anytime about any problems they 
were facing.”  
 

For all of these reasons, we are grateful for Steve Hamm for his 
leadership and support as a principal. 
  

                           — Sarah Kremer, LPCC, ATR-BC 
                          Director of Resilience Consultation Program

                             

Acknowledgment



Rob Felicano

6th Grade Social Studies  
& Language Arts Teacher
Columbia Middle School

Aside from Rob’s mother, Agnes Felicano, his classroom teachers were his best 
role models of successful and responsible individuals. In fact, his teachers were 
some of the most positive influences on his life in ways they may never know. 
His passion for studying History, for example, began as a 6th grade student. 
His teacher, Mrs. Loree Nichols, inspired his love of Ancient Civilizations, and 
led him to becoming a 6th grade teacher himself.
 
Many of his favorite teachers were alumni from California State University, 
Chico. With that in mind, he chose to enroll at Chico State to once again follow 
in their footsteps. Chico was a wonderful chapter in his life – it was the  
institution where he earned not only a B.A. in Liberal Studies, but also his 
teaching credential, and M.A. in Education in Curriculum and Instruction. After 
graduation, he was thrilled to begin teaching Humanities as a 6th grade  
teacher in Los Angeles.
 
Since 2014, he has had the privilege of being part of the 6th grade faculty at 
Columbia Middle School in Sunnyvale, California. Although his primary  
curriculum is History and Literature, he makes social emotional learning a  
priority in his classroom. His goal is not only to make learning engaging, but 
also to hopefully help develop resilient, reflective and confident young people. 
He is grateful for the amazing mentors he’s had as a young learner. He tries 
to show the same encouragement for the students he has the opportunity to 
teach in his classroom each year.

outstanDing  
eDucator



“Make sure you are walking with purpose.”
“Who are you representing now?”

These two guidelines and messages are central to Rob Felicano’s 
teaching. He communicates them to the students in his classes and 
throughout Columbia Middle School. And, perhaps more important, 
they represent and model how he practices his craft as teacher.

Rob embodies social emotional resilience in everything he does as 
a teacher. As you can tell from what brought him into teaching in 
the first place, what matters most to him is helping young people 
become good human beings who like themselves and who value 
and enjoy learning. If you were to visit his classroom, you would 
witness this in action in every aspect of his teaching and in how he 
creates a warm, positive environment for learning.

Here are some of the comments from his colleagues at school 
about Rob:

“I love his enthusiasm for everything. He has a zest for life. He has 
a deep compassion for people. He’s approachable and people go to 
him for guidance, to share ideas, and to get support. He’s about the 
life lessons and he builds community around himself.”
 
“Rob treats every student with respect and sees the uniqueness in 
every one. He lives and breathes his practice. He teaches his  
students to be better people. He makes school fun for them  
and for his colleagues, too." 

  
 
The administration and support staff at Columbia acknowledge  
his gifts:

“Rob is great for the school, great for students. He’s genuine, 
thoughtful, and authentic. He engages students and they are  
receptive to him because they know he cares about them and  
models respect for them.”
 
His students have many wonderful things to say about him too:  

He’s funny. He’s nice. He makes all the hard work easier. He’s 
always prepared for each lesson. He cares about the people around 
him. He makes sure everything is all right with his students. He 
understands us. He makes our work fun. He never yells at us. He 
makes learning fun and makes students want to come to his class, 
even those who don’t like school.

These are the words from the students he sees every day at school. 
It’s clear why Rob has been selected to receive the Teacher Award 
honor this year. We know that he will not be forgotten by his  
students or the adults who have been in the school community 
with him.

Thank you, Rob.        
                   — Jean Hamilton, LMFT 
                                                  Resilience Consultant

Acknowledgment



Timoteo Anaya-Gracian 
12th Grade Student (Soon-to-be Graduate) 

Carlmont High School

outstanDing  
role moDel

       — Gladys Gudino, MFTI       
          Transition Program Therapist

I met Timoteo (Timo) in the fall of 2014 when he was marked as 
“high priority” by one of the principals of his high school. At the 
time of the counseling referral, he was a sophomore who would 
often become “angry in class” and cause disruptions. Soon after 
meeting him, he shared that he lived with his younger brother  
and two sisters who were only a couple years older than him.  
The siblings had lived like this for some time and faced many  
challenges: financial struggles, the uncertainty of the day-to-day, 
and the pressure to become adults while still being kids. 

Fast forward two and a half years, many counseling sessions later, 
and here we are today. Many things have happened: his  
brother has been reunited with his father in Mexico;  Timo lost 
a close friend in a tragic accident; most of his school peers have 
stopped attending school. 

Despite these misfortunes, there are many accomplishments to 
celebrate - Timo is focused and managing well. He has been at his 
current job for 2 years. He turned 18 and got his Driver’s License 
last December. He attends school and counseling regularly. He has 
fostered positive relationships with school and workplace staff. 
He will be graduating with his class this June and will be doing an 
internship this summer. He begins Foothill College in the fall.  

The odds have been stacked against him, but he has navigated 
the many changes and challenges. Timo is by far one of the most 
resilient and caring individuals I’ve met. He often worries about his 
parents and sets his own needs aside to help them. Despite his own 
limitations, he never hesitates to share what he has with friends in 
need. He is humble, honest, and respectful, with one of the  
strongest moral compasses I have encountered. His story is  
inspiring, his smile is infectious, and his spirit unbreakable. 



A huge thank YOU to all our guests and donors! 
We'd also like to acknowledge the generous individuals  
and businesses who have contributed to Forget-Me-Not.

Brooke Kernick
Steve Hope 
Linda Keegan 
Bridgett Longust 

Grainger Marburg 
Julie Ross 
Maria Rodriguez
Chet Villalba

Aqui Cal-Mex
Bay Area Discovery Museum
Beach Blanket Babylon
Cafe Borrone
CAL Shakes
California Academy of Sciences
California State Railroad  
   Museum Foundation
Disneyland
Exploratorium
Faultline Brewing Co.
Fine Art Museums of San Francisco
Franciscan Estate Winery
Galileo: Innovation Camps for Kids 
Glen & Brooke Kernick
GoCar Tours
Godfather's Burger Lounge
Hobee's
ilyanne Photographic Art
J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines 
J.McLaughlin
Jeremy Lezin
Judy Simon
Kepler's Books Magazines
LaPanotiQ
Lagunitas Brewing Co.
Laura Alman Designs
Laura and Mark Alman
Linda Keegan

Linden Tree Books
Livermore Valley
Lolly Schiman
Magnolia Pub and Brewery
Oakland Zoo
PIER 39
Pizza My Heart 
Pomegranate Seeds
Saint Michael's Alley
San Francisco Ballet
San Jose Jazz 
San Jose Sharks
Santa Cruz Mountains  
   Winegrowers Association
Sarah Kremer & Lauren Owenmark
Schramsberg & Davies Vineyards
Sports Basement
Sprinkles Cupcakes
Steve Fogel Photography
Sundance The Steakhouse
Susan & George Clark
Terri & Tom Bailard 
The Epiphany Hotel 
The Village Pub
TheatreWorks
Tish Beyer
Vasso Azzurro
Vina Enoteca

Susan Williams-Clark 
Wynn Anderson 
Judy Bulloch
Chris Chiochios 
Beverly Corriere 
Judith Gable 
Gladys Gudino 
Jean Hamilton
Jane Haddow 
Meredith Herman 
Anna Izzo 
Ursula Jorjensen

Sonia Duggal
Laura Goossens
Bridgette Herrmann
Danielle Howell 
Danielle Kaminsky 
Max Kardos 
Hannah Kuper 

Caityln Lambert-Holmes
Linda MacKenzie
Pablo Picones
Melanie Shug
Genie Schwartz
Britini Snow

Board of Directors

Acknowledge Staff

Acknowledge Interns

Auction Donors (as of 4/11)

Sarah Kremer  
Paolo Larano  
Tracy Lyons 
Diane Moon 
Sharon Navarro 
Kristy Phillips 
Kristal Sanchez-Navarro 
Carmen Enciso-Steinberg
Dara Tynefield 
Beth Walton 
Jessica Yuen

Photographer
Anca Apostoaei 

Wine Sponsor
J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines

Videographer
Jump Cutters Video




